Attymon Station

A Miscellany of Times

Past, Present and Future!
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;L.ord, send us more like them”

m Dedicated to
Attymon’s Patrons
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= Preservation of heritage will
Itimately improve our children’s lot.

. goal of Attymon Rail Station-
house Trust Ltd (ARSTLtd). is to
imbue future generations with an
appreciation of their Heritage!

= ARSTLtd propose to initiate the
process by restoring At on Station
House.




r ndition @f lonely,
less Attymon Station.

= The following images
provide a visual summary
of the:

= Station- house and
associated structures.

= Enormity of task facing
ARST's finite resources!




i 1. Derilict Loughrea Branch Line and Platform
> 2. Looking towards the Water Tank.







Modern Train Schedule.

<Elarnrod Eireann

Valid from 3" June ‘03 until 13" December ‘03

| Train Departures

From Attymon To Dublin - Heuston

Weekdays — *10.35 hrs (S.0), 11.22 hrs and 18.42 hrs
*Saturdays — July and August only.
Sumdays — 09.02 hrs, 16.43 hrs, and 18.27 hrs

Train Arrivals from Qublin at this Station

Weekdays— 09.42 hrs and 21.18 hrs

Sundays — 11.25 hrs and 21.10 hrs
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<1. Remains of Goods Shed
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Built by MGWR 1890 to -

‘ faC|I|tate L&ALRCo.

‘m First Brick B dmg |n the = ——=

— area..— B

ResidentiaI’f':ac'“c':ommodation
for the stationmaster.

 Ticket/Waiting room for in-
v train5|t passengers
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a linking Dugalin to the
West

= 1844 Formation of MGWR Co.

Broadstone to Mullingar on the level
nk of the Royal Canal.

= Parliamentary approval granted 1845.
Opened Oct.1848

= Mullingar to Athlone. Approved 1846

= Athlone to Galway. Approval 1847.
Opened July 1851 m




The Broadstone
MGWR
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Broadstone is now a Bus Depot:

terminus of the

MGWR in Dublin

First Chairman was James Daly 15t L@&gh-

around the turn of

Dunsandle.

Built to a pleasing

The Iocomotlve “Du andle” hau qUTIESY trai

the Midland’s
architect, J. S.




WilliamgDargan

MGWR railway extension
from Athlone to Galway

s built by William
ﬁrgan, the most
experienced contractor in
the country.

-

His vast army of 'navvies’
pushed through Attymon
without encountering any
major engineering
problems —







The original @xtension from Athlone to Galway, a
distancelof-some_fifty—miles;gcame under the
previsions of the ‘Railway Extensions Act 1849’
and was financed. bylLa)iTyeasury Loan of

£500,000
This enormous

sum was given to the MGWR and it assumed
responsible for the construction and operation

of the line.




overnment Aid" to the rate payers
ecame only too

ing the euphoric

the two years fo
d opening.

m The market town of Loughrea, with its rich
rass hinterland, had been bypassed and now
aw rapid business decline whilst previously
overished Athenry’s fortunes dramatically
roved.

= And so it was little wonder that Loug
should doggedly fight for survival
demanding its own rail link with the Midland
Great Western Railway.

= The nearest stations to the Attymon Region
were Athenry to the west and Woodlawn to the

east.




ential Lord
anricarde was
le to deliver

communication to
his own town of
Loughrea.
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George Hemans 8

George
Hemans, Head
Engineer with
MGWR, was In
favour of
linking
Loughrea to
the main line
at Attymon.
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WAY OF IRELAND.COMPANY.

” \

HEREASR, on the night of the 11th, or morniag
“of the 12th instant, about the hour of 12 o'clock,
s the Mail Train to Galway was passing under Attimon
ridge in the Barony of Ki Il, County of Galway,
stone -was wilfally and maliciously thrown at the

ny hereby offer n reward of £30 to such persen or
rsons as will prosecule to a-conviction, ths party who
mmitted this ontrage, or the sum of £15 for such

ulrage. 50 v y
. By Order, | :
| "HENRY -BEAUSIRE, *

W% .
)M?,Mx&'i'wgt?é - .('?i'sr‘nn'x RAIL. °

rain by some person or persons now unknown, whese.
a sevére wound was inflicted on Joseph Tinsley, the
ngine Driver of the said Train. Now the spid Com- -

vale information as shall lead to the arrest and con-
ction of the person or persons who committed mch.
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Promoters with Influence and Finance.

Act of Parliament (expensive) needed
for compulsory land purchase.

Royal Assent.

Formation of Railway Company with
Shareholders and Directors.

Planners, Engineers and Surveyors
Contractor
Railroad Operator with rolling stock

Plenty of passengers aﬁ‘reight



ul'he company was formed April 1885.

Company capital was £70,0000 (14000 shares
@ £5 each)

Held its first meeting at 41 Lower Sackville
Street (now O’ Connell St) on the 9th May 1885.

Chaired by Colonel John A. Daly JP of Raford

William Daly JP DL of Dunsandie and Joseph
Williamson of London were appointed Directors

Henry Robertson was appointﬁecretaw
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= in MGWR

Photo 51 HONORABLE RICHARD A. NUGENT. [Lawrence
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10p,P. Duggan
of Clonfert

= Lived in Loughrea

1871 — 1896
%arless advocate of
nant Right

= Tireless campaigner
for Rail
Communication
between Loughrea
and main Dublin
Galway railway line

» Fond of Snuff




—mnenry | Landowner
Col John A. Daly JP DL Raford. Landowner
iam Daly JP DL Dunsandle Landowner
T.W. Mills, CTC Loughrea Banker
o
J. Smyth JP Loughrea Landowner

M. Sweeney, TC Loughrea Merchant




Agreement between MGWR and
Lw’\LR

= MGWR to provide Attymon Station and signals.

= MGWR to give £4800 to L&ALR to build the
branch line to MGWR standards so that MGWR
rolling stock could use it.

= MGWR agreed to work the line for a period of
50 years at 55% of the profits.



Construction of Attymon Rail Junction
at Attyrnonmore South

1878 MGWR acquired land in the townland of
Cappanashruhaun. Small siding in place at Attymon
circa 1888.
Extended a year later to provide accommodation for
16 ballast wagons until such time as they could be
passed onto a branch line.
Water tank bought in 1889 for £683-5s from Ross
and Walpole, Dublin
Same company supplied the footbridge in 1894

when the siding was converted to a loop, an up
platform with small waiting room was added and

the Goods Store was built.
1912 double line linking Attymon to Athenry




OUGHREA AND ATTYNON RAILWAY

The Directoss’ Report and
Accounts for 21X \u..lJ ended Apnl,
jy3 3, was submitied to the Shar eholders at the
}c ty-fourth Urdinary Geperal Meeting of the
Company, beld &t the Company s Otiices, 41
Dame-stieet, Dublin, en Fnday, the 1gth
Apnl, 1913, at ball- .past three o'clock.

The abstract of recerpts, six months ended
joth Apul, 1611, sho“cd the total traflic
m:e)pb to be £1473 3s od and a decrease of

2 78 od, for hall )c‘u cnded Apnl, 1911, apn
mcruch of 487 8s 4d

The I\cpo.t said the Directors have pleasure
yn sulmittiog their report and statemeut ol
accounts for the hall-year ended joth Apnl,
1611, duly audited.

s\.‘

The total recepts of the railway for the six |

months ended joth Apnl, 1913, as will be seen
above, are £1,473 25 od, 55 per cent of which
s retained by the Midland Great Western
Railway Lompuu\ jor working, as per agree-
ment, and 55 per cent—viz, £662 18s 1d, plus|
420 105 6d 1nterest and trapsier fees—consti-
vour revecue. In addition a sum of

Statement of

420 105 od interest and transler fees—consti-

wte your revecue. In addition a sum of
£132 185 4d was received from the Midland
Great Western - Railway in settlement of a
claim for Freight on sand used by them for
ballasting purposes down: to 315t Uctober,
1gro. Lhas lresght will in future be included
1n the ordinary receipts.

By Account No. 11 it will be seen that the
contribution of the Galway Loum) Counall
{or the half-year 1s £€€8

Mr D Telto:d retires g rolauon from the
Doard, and, being cugnblc, oflers khimself for
re-election.

The Auditors, Nessrs' Craig, Gardoner & Co.
also retire, and oiler themseives for re-election.

J. Aicher Daly is Chairmian, and W, G. Hill
is Secretary, and the Boardroom is 41 Dame
Street, Dublm

Curious to note that among the I)xrectors
‘named 1s the Hon. R. Nugent, who died some
mel.: ago, nbd to whose death there is no
reference,




Summary of Reports

Half Share Capital Guaranteed Total G alway
Inf Return @ 5% Receipts MGWR L&ALRCo
Year Guaranteed In£ Co. Shareholders G"]ury or
Non 5504 45% Receipts Co.Co.
Guaranteed Receipts Contribu-
tion
Ended 54, 448 1361 1473 663 + 667
30/4/1912 15,552 Interest
Less
Expenses
Ended 54, 448 1361 1318 724 594 438
31/10/1898 15,552 +
Interest and
Transfer Fees
Ended 54, 448 1361 1144 630 514 059
30/4/1898 15,552 Less
Expenses
Ended 54, 448 1361 1204 663 541 053
30/4/1895 15,552 Less

Expenses




Traffic over half year period 1898

nsfer {ees — constitute your revenue. |

By Account No 11 it will be seen that Con-
tribntions of the Baronies for the Half-year
188324 pessengers: travelled over the live
bringing in receipts £566 58 11 or £6 more
ban the same period Iast year. The parcels,
merchandise, cattle, &o, eame to £1,818 or
about £60 over last half year, Only £50 is
is given for the mails and live stock came to

200,
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3
and before that he was attached
to Athenry Station. By 1901 he was married to
Maryanne Higgins and had four sons and one
daughter. The Powells also had a servant to help out
with the chores. One of his sons, Joe Powell, later
worked as Goods Clerk.

Two signalmen were employed, John Quinn from Co.
Kildare who married Marie Lally, teacher in Attymon

NS and Patrick Tierney, a young married man with a
family of four sons and three daughters by 1911.

One railway porter was Thomas Quinn who lived
with his widowed mother, another Michael Crowe
came from Co. Dublin and was married with two
daughters and was later replaced by Christopher
Plunkett from Co. Cavan, als

ied with one son
and four daughters. Cm




"Attymon Railway Station

By Heaven must be planned

The flowerbeds and paintings,
The people say It's grand.

It's there the trains will take you,
Without much fuss or delay,

To Dublin, Galway, Athenry,
Dunsandle and Loughrea!"’
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The Glory Days
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Attymon Junction — looking west from footbridge; loco
583. (P. J. Flanagan).



Leisurely journey to Loughrea







Attymon Station Footbridge Removal
(G. Ahern NT ¢.1991)
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DECISION under SECTION 26 of the ACT of 1963 (as amended)

Reference Number:

Date of Receipt of Application: 09/08/1599

Attymon Railrocad Station House Trust Ltd

c/o Gerry Ahern
N S
Athenry, Co. Galway
I hereby give you NOTICE the Galway County Cocuncil has by order

dated F‘g’j', ranted Permission

2 8FED UL
to the above named, for development of land, in accordance with documents
lodged, namely:

for change of use from part commercial/residential to recreational centre in
the townland of Attimonmere South,

and subject to conditions S

)
i

t out in the Schedule hereto.

Signed this Lf day of € (", on behalf of Galway County Counecil

SEE ATTACHED SCHEDULE

{CONDITION NO.’S 5)
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From 1851 our impoverished post famine
ancestors were levied unjust rates by Co.
Galway’s Grand Jury in order to subsidise
MGWR rail communication between
Dublin and Galway.

By 1890 a further Baronial rate was struck
to procure a rail link between Loughrea
and the main line at Attymon.

ARSTLtd asks that Attymon Railway
Station-house be preserved as a fitting
tribute to our ancestor’s sacrifice.




Restoration Goals

= ARSTLtd recognise the difficulty of financing such a
worthwhile project.

= The Trust hope to overcome part of the difficulty
by convincing state and semi-state agencies (or

indeed any private organisation) to offer financial
assistance.

= Re-roofing, while preserving exterior authenticity, is
an absolute and immediate priority.

= Planning Permission and Plans exist ---- awaiting
implementation



